日独情報ドクメンテーション（Ｉ＆Ｄ)活動報告
ポータルサイト関連の活動について（数行で記述）
NIMS は物質材料を専門とする唯一の日本国立研究機関として，日本の研究力が特に強い物質・材料分野における研究情報専門のウエブポータルサイトの創設を進めている．これを中核機能の重要な活動として位置づけ，研究環境を専門的見地から支援するものである．主要機能として
· 研究者間あるいは研究者と社会を繋ぐコミュニケーションサイトの提供
· 物質材料に関するWeb情報資源を対象とした検索およびコンテンツマイニングシステムの開発
を目指し，本年末までに運用段階に進める予定である．
The National Institute for Materials Science, as being the only national laboratory in materials science in Japan has decided to develop a web-portal, “e-materials.net” which will support and foster research activities. The main functionalities are:

· Semantic-associate search as a navigation tool and 

· Web-communication tools for researchers.

We plan to open the beta version of the web-portal to researchers, and to continue to develop and improve it throughout 2006/2007.
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Abstract: The National Institute for Materials Science, as being the only national laboratory in materials science in Japan has decided to develop a web-portal, “e-materials.net” which will support and foster research activities. The main functionalities are (i) semantic-associate search as a navigation tool and (ii) communication tools for researchers.
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1. Trends of web-portals
Several academic and government web-portals, introduced in the last two or three years, have been designed to collect and/or navigate to information from specific fields, or to locate certain information resources. Examples of such sites are: a free national gateway “Resource Discovery Network” in UK for higher education and researchers, a unified search of the government’s stores of scientific and technical information “Science.gov” in USA, an interdisciplinary web-portal for scientific and scholarly information “vascoda” in Germany, or a “Life Science Portal Site” was introduced by the minister of education, science and culture, Japan in 2005. The NIMS web-portal is a joint project with other national institutes or universities as a supporter or provider of their own information resources.
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Key functions of the NIMS web-portal

· The purposes of the web-portal are to focus on scientific, patent and scholarly information in materials science, and to support research activities at all stages of their development. The key functions are:

· Semantic-associate search and contents mining from various forms of web-based resources.

· Display search results by category: research data or database, patents and scholarly information.

· Open dictionary
3. User communities
The web-portal provides an open/closed discussion forum for 
· World Materials Research Institute Forum

· World Nanotechnolgy Network

· Research Communities for nano-materials.
We plan to open the beta version of the web-portal to researchers, and to continue to develop and improve it throughout 2006/2007.
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